
Cuba beat Puerto Rico before
big crowd

CAGUAS, Puerto Rico, January 7.- In
the perfect scenario, before a enthusiastic sellout
crowd, Cuba beat Puerto Rico 3-1 in the nightcap
of Day 3 at the NORCECA Men’s Olympic
Qualifier Tournament.

More than 6,000 “aficionados” saw the
Cubans prevail 25-18, 17-25, 25-19, 25-23 to
put its record in 2-1 while Puerto Rico fell to 1-
2. The match was very tense since the beginning
and the teams traded the first two sets won
comfortably by each side. In the third set, Cuban
coach Roberto Garcia sent the young attacker
Osmany Juantorena into the action and the
teenager did not disappoint displaying an effective
offense.

In the fourth set, Puerto Rico made some
adjustments in its lineup and battled the Cubans
thanks to the spiking of Ossie Antonetti and
Victor Rivera, but at the end was the power of
Yasser Portuondo and Tomas Aldazabal the
decisive factor for Cuba. “It was a great game
as we expected,” said Garcia. “Both teams put
a good show to the fans. It is very good for the
region to have Puerto Rico playing at this level,

because today we watched moments of world
class volleyball.”

“It was a very tense match with plenty
options, but we could not resist the Cuban surge
at the end of the fourth set,” said Luis Ruiz, the
Puerto Rican coach. “The match is a good
preparation for tomorrow’s match against USA.”

Portuondo led the Cubans with 19
points, followed by Aldazabal and Juantorena
with 18 and 11 respectively. Rivera had 19 and
Hector Soto 17 for Puerto Rico.

On Thursday, Mexico meet Cuba and
Puerto Rico face USA in the final matches of the
preliminary phase.

CUB-PUR 3-1 (25-18, 17-25, 25-19, 25-23.)
Total (92-85) Duration: 1:48 Audience: 6,000

USA still unbeaten after win over
Canada

CAGUAS, Puerto Rico, January 7.-
USA survived two well fought sets and kept its
unbeaten record at the NORCECA Men’s
Olympic Qualifier Tournament defeating Canada
in straight sets by score of 27-25, 30-28, 25-21
in 83 minutes. The Americans are now 3-0 while

Canada finished with 1-3 and must wait until
Thursday to know if they are still in competition.
The two teams clashed in a strong battle for the
first two sets trading the lead several times, but
once again the Canadians had problems to execute
the key plays at the end. In the third the Americans
dominated with Tom Hoff leading their big
blockers to record the victory.

“It was a very strong match and Canada offered
great resistance with a lot of desire,” said Doug
Beal, the USA coach. “This is a confirmation of
the big improvement of the volley ball in the
NORCECA region, where you can see teams
like Canada and Puerto Rico with a lot of talent,
Mexico always a dangerous rival and the
promising Cuban team.”

USA had four players in double figures
with Brook Billing leading the way with 15 points
escorted by Reid Priddy, Gabe Gardner and Hoff
with 12 apiece. Corie Koskie, the Canadian
captain, said: “We had problems keeping the
concentration level after the point 20 in each set.
We have played big but also without luck.”

Murray Grapentine had 14 points for
Canada and Paul Duerden added 13.

USA-CAN  3-0   27-25, 30-28, 25-21   82-74
Duration: 1:23   Audience: 1,740
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